breeds.
Among the examples cited, heterosis had a large effect only in determining levels of calcium and copper in blood of crosses among the particular breeds examined. In general, estimates of heterosis were found to vary greatly not only for different traits but from cross to cross when the ' same ' trait was considered. This suggests that the magnitude of heterosis is not readily predictable for specific breed combinations. However, the value of crossbreeding in a farming system should not be assessed only in relation to single traits, but should be considered for combination of traits and for the profitability of the system. It is necessary to measure the merit of crossbreeding for meat production from sheep in terms of yield of meat per hectare and the acceptability of the carcase to the consumer. The efficiency of meat production is governed by the reproductive rate of the flock and the rate of growth of the lambs, both in relation to the size of ewe which in turn governs stocking rate. Acceptability of the carcase depends on its weight and basically on its component muscle : bone ratio and fat percentage.
